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Most people in Vlklng somety fell into the
somal class of free men (Old Norse
karlar smgular karl), under the Earls (Old
3 ,4,“\' :?/ZNorse jarlar smgular jarl) being the top Zan
AT =55 [~ of the social. hlerarchy . Bz
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Most free men Iocaly were farmers F|shermen <
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A{’g_‘ and crafts people: 1.‘Some farmers owned and
~ﬂyvorked their,own land, while others laboured
oA AN -t

for the wealthlerlfarmers ~They would often" ,,;." .M‘
20 | th|s In exchange for perm|SS|on to farm A 5REPs

: l"'-,"‘ I
?}f portion of the|r|'employer s land. 2 MFeNea
,-' Som'e.free men would be fishermen maklng a
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~ Some free, men were craftsmen or merchants,

. making a |IVI ing JIO m what they could make or
. sell Meols was an important trade route and

that the area would have had craftsmen
~and merchants that related to the ongoing trade
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L ) S{o m e freemen were bl ac ksmiths making
L Weapo ns a n d also maki ng nails and parts for

‘the boats on the shores. -

The farmers would have traded the wool they

could have sheared from their soay sheep

bWreared on the damp rich pasturelands of the
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Durlng t|mes of conflict the freemen would be
expected to come and fight for their Jarls or.
lords. They would be typically be armed with
spears, shields and maybe a hand weapon if
used in their everyday life.
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